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On May 18, thousands of university students participated in a march through Managua to the
entrance of the National Assembly. The students were protesting a presidential decree suspending
a law granting universities academic, financial and administrative autonomy was approved April
24 by the Assembly. At that time one day before Violeta Barrios de Chamorro's inauguration , the
Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) had a majority in national legislature. The National
Assembly began Friday debating all the controversial measures proposed by the Chamorro
administration. Chapter 3 of the legislation states that rectors have charge of general governance
and administration of higher education institutions. Faculty autonomy means that university
professors can hire and fire academic and teaching personnel. Next, the university autonomy
legislation specifies that persons filling top-level university posts are elected by university
personnel, and not appointed by the government or any other agency. University autonomy
of this sort would prevent the new government from appointing rectors and other high-level
administrators, as well as implementing plans to reform university curriculums. Although
the Assembly building was surrounded by large numbers of anti-riot police, there were no
confrontations with students. Also on Friday, Managua urban transport employees went on strike,
after accusing the Transport Ministry of dismissing and promoting hostile actions against workers
who participated in the strike concluded earlier in the week. Government officials had agreed to
refrain from reprisals against strikers. Union leaders said between Monday and Wednesday, when
transport in the capital was practically paralyzed, some 30 buses were confiscated by persons sent by
Transport Minister Jaime Icabalceta. Union member Roberto Gonzalez said he requested a meeting
with the minister to discuss dismissal of workers, but he was refused. (Basic data from Notimex,
AFP, 05/18/90)
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